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Photosynthesis Children’s Book Project
“If you can’t explain it to a 6 year old, you don’t understand it yourself.” – Albert Einstein

Your mission is to create a children’s book or an animated comic strip to explain photosynthesis to kindergarteners.  You will be required to explain (on a young child’s level) how photosynthesis works and why it is so important. You need to create characters, illustrations and a creative story line. You can create complete characters or just personify the structures required to be discussed.  Your book(let) or comic strip must include illustrations, which can be hand-drawn or printed.  Your book(let) or comic strip must be colored, legible, professional and appropriate for kindergarteners.
On Monday, October 31, 2016, you and your partner will sit in front of the class and read your story or comic strip to us.  You must imagine yourself presenting your books to a class of kindergarteners.  

The following structures & topics must be included in your book:

· Chloroplasts
· Chlorophyll

· Electron Transport Chain


· Stroma

· Thylakoids

· Electron Transport Chain

· Light reactions (including reactants & products)
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Calvin cycle (including reactants & products)

· The importance of photosynthesis to the plant
· The importance of photosynthesis to humans

· The relationship (interdependence) between the light cycle and the Calvin cycle
· Photosynthesis equation

Photosynthesis - Children’s Book or Comic Strip Project Rubric
	
	4 points
	3 points
	2 points
	1 point
	0 points
	
	Total point value

	Presentation
	Effectively presents information as if speaking to a kindergarten class; speaks clearly and animatedly; engages audience &shows book/strip while reading it 
	Effectively presents information, but does not engage audience / show book OR does not speak clearly & animatedly
	Ineffectively presents information. Does not engage audience / show book OR does not speak clearly & animatedly
	Ineffectively presents information. Does not engage audience / show book AND does not speak clearly & animatedly
	No present -ation given
	
	

	Accuracy of final product
	Final product shows in-depth accurate information, including all structures involved and required topics
	Final product shows accurate information, but omits one structure or one required topic. 
	Final product shows deficient or  inaccurate information ; missing more than one  structure involved OR omits more than one required topic
	Final product shows deficient or inaccurate information ; missing multiple  structures involved and omits multiple required topics
	Book or comic strip not complete
	
	

	Detail & Professionalism 
	Detailed story line is given. Book is beautifully colored, shows a high level of detail, is easy to understand and is visually appealing.  Book is appropriate for Kindergarteners
	Good story line is given. Book is colored, shows a good level of detail, is easy to understand and is visually appealing.  Book is appropriate for Kindergarteners
	Story line is not done well. Book is not colored or shows little detail.  Book is not easy to understand or is not visually appealing.  Book is appropriate for Kindergarteners
	Story line is not done well. Book is not colored and shows little detail.  Book is not easy to understand and is not visually appealing.  Book is not appropriate for Kindergarteners
	Book not complete
	
	

	Creativity
	Book, storyline, characters and illustrations show high amounts of creativity. 
	Book, storyline, characters and illustrations show creativity.
	Some creativity is shown in at least two of the following items: book, storyline, characters, illustrations.
	Little to no creativity is shown at all, or only shown in one of the following items: book, storyline, characters, illustrations.
	No creativity used in project or project not complete
	
	


Total Points Earned _______________ out of 16 possible points 

